                                               “EURO-PALESTINE” LIST

                            (Peace in Europe moves by justice in the Middle East)

At this moment, the Israeli government is turning its back to peace, flouting the international right and the most fundamental rights of a population that it continues to decimate, imprison and rob in complete impunity, with the blessings of George Bush.

At this moment, the United States and the European governments that support it, are pursuing their illegal occupation and their criminal war activities in Iraq, despite the adverse public opinion in each of these countries, deliberately making their worst moves that, as we have just seen happening in Spain, could spark terrorist attacks at the very center of the European Union.

We, citizens of all origins, have decided to present ourselves at the election for the European Parliament on 13th June 2004 to make our voices heard: those of justice and of respect for the international right, of denial of ethnic divisions that belong in the Middle Ages, as well as racism and anti-Semitism.
No civilization or religion can be termed evil. It is the choice of total war adopted by Bush and by Sharon, it is their contempt of these people, their bombardment over civilians in order to impose their economic interests under the garb of “democracy”, their support for dictatorial and corrupt but “docile” regimes.

Europeans are not fools: in a recent opinion poll conducted by the European Union, 59% of people have responded that the Israeli policy constitutes a danger to peace all over the world. But what have the European directors concluded from this poll? What measures have they taken to stop this bloodbath and to control this escalation in violence? 

Europe constitutes the premier economic power in the world. We should not have to tell ourselves that Europe is powerless, by exercising our votes on 13th June.

We would like to state clearly that our future as people of the European Union, with peaceful co-existence of citizens of all origins and cultures that constitute the union, cannot happen without respect for the rights and without justice all over the world, beginning with the Middle East. This is because, if we accept the authority of the most powerful people in this region, it will also apply equally upon us.

We note that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has already done considerable damage, even in the European countries, in the form of a disturbing stigmatization of millions of immigrants of Arab and African origin, in the name of “security” and as “anti-terrorist” measures, factors to which our societies are most vulnerable.

This dangerous spiral, arising from a constant allegation of anti-Semitism against those who fight for fair peace in the Middle East, is leading to even worse communal repercussions and feeds the fundamentalism of each faction. 

This can and must be stopped.

For this, Europe must assume its responsibilities and enforce the clauses that were accepted when the Geneva conventions were signed or the resolutions of the United Nations Organisation. In addition, the European parliament must exert its true power and show the effect of its votes, which is not happening at the moment.  In fact, when the majority of the European representatives voted for the suspension of trade agreements with Israel based on the finding that Israel had not obeyed article 2 of the agreement, that concerning human rights, the governments did not apply this decision.

We insist on:

· The retreat of the Israeli army from the Palestinian territories that it has occupied illegally in June 1967.

· Sanctions against Israel, starting with refusal to integrate this country with the initiatives of the European Union (commercial, cultural, sportive) as long as Israel violates the most basic rights of the Palestinian people and raises a wall of apartheid, annexing a part of the Palestinian territory in the Westbank; as long as Israel continues to imprison its own “refusniks”, the courageous Israelis who refuse to serve in an army of occupation; as long as Israel brutalizes the “Rabbis for Human Rights” who have opposed the construction of this shameful wall.

· A European initiative to send a protection force for the Palestinian population.

· Determined intervention by the European governments for fair resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and to enforce the Geneva Convention and the resolutions of the UNO.

· Refusal by the European governments to participate in the dirty wars of the American administration, including those carried out under the pretext of “liberation’, “pacification” or under the cover of the UNO.

In order to make the voices of millions of citizens who aspire for a world of justice and of brotherhood among all people, and who have had enough of being suppressed and manipulated

Vote for the “EURO-PALESTINE” list on 13th June.

The path to peace in Europe passes through justice in the Middle East.

