The concert for the benefits of the Israeli Army took place : a very poor assessment for the government

It is important to take stock of the last days’ events. 

It is now clear for all of the population that our government encourages the war crimes  perpetrated by a foreign occupation army. By welcoming the company of the Israeli Air Force in order to raise funds for the benefits of “relaxing areas for the Israeli soldiers and their families”, Le Théatre du Gymnase as well as the public authorities which have authorized and protected such a provocation right in the center of Paris in a place reserved for culture, became accomplices of  war crimes.

The attitude of our governors is illegal when they refuse to respect and implement the respect of the international conventions they signed and which condemn the colonization of the Palestinian territories.

The KKL, the organizer of such a concert that presents itself as an “environmental” association is in reality a colonization agency. Just have a look at their web site (www.kkl-france.org) to realize that the “green spaces” of which they speak so highly are established even in Palestinian occupied territories and are reserved for “the Jewish People”. Thus the “Parc de France” is built in Male Adounim in the West Bank and the KKL has been publicly boasting about campaigning for more than a hundred year “for the reconquest of the Jewish land” in the name of “Eretz Israel” (Great Israel), which is an utter denial of the June 1967 frontiers. 

In spite of all this, the French government mobilized thousands of policemen, anti-riot police and CRS all week long in order to maintain the fund raising for the benefits of the Israeli army of occupation organized by this association. 

Just yesterday, it was more than 3000 policemen ( with an impressive equipment : weapons, water cannon…) paid thanks to the money of the taxpayers (and helped by the Betar and the Jewish Defense League) who blocked the traffic on the Grands Boulevards and closed the subway exits of the station Bonne Nouvelle in order for this shameful event to take place. 

The government would have of course preferred to encourage the Israeli army in a more discreet way. It has tried for more than ten days not to leave any proof of its implication. Thus while trying to physically prevent us from demonstrating, the government chose not to forbid officially any of our protest gatherings which we declared daily to the police headquarters. (written evidences are always embarrassing). 

The government also ordered the medias not to cover the protests and we kept looking in the press for the petition signed by the Israeli academics who were against this concert as well as the call of more than a hundred theater professional workers to cancel this concert. 

When some journalists decided to do their job, they were pushed away and even handled roughly by the police.

Saturday night, an anti-riot policeman pulled out the batteries of the AFP photographer’s camera while the cameraman of Al Arabya was not allowed to film the police as they locked us up illegally behind metallic barriers and manhandled us. 

In spite of  all this, we succeeded thanks to our public actions and our judicial proceedings to show to the whole world (the foreign press including the Israeli press covered our actions) that the French government is playing a double game. 

By supporting sometimes the creation of a Palestinian State or by hosting Arafat as he is dying, our governors want to prove to the international public opinion that they are  supporting the “resistance”. But in reality, they do not exercise any kind of pressure on the Israeli State to urge it to respect the international laws (like the case for the apartheid of South Africa). Instead, they actively cooperate with the Israeli government in all fields : military, commercial, scientific … and welcome it with a red carpet to collect funds in France for its army. 

It is very important to carry on the denunciation of this duplicity and to demand the respect of international laws through all the possible pacific means.

The emergency interim proceedings taken by CAPJIPO, Enfants de Palestine and the Israeli refuznik (who most of the medias did not mention under orders) was finally dismissed by the court. We were obviously not disillusioned about the possibility that a judge can go against the government’s decision only three hours before the concert takes place. But we insisted on leaving a written evidence (unlike the wish of the government) showing that such an event received the authorization and the help of our governors. And even if we had to pay 900 euros as legal costs, this was largely compensated by the fact that we were able to make our voices heard and to show that the government did not respect its legal obligations (cf the report on our web site www.europalestine.com) .

It was important to come to the court, just to hear the general prosecutor (cf AFP dispatch) saying that there is no reason to forbid  “a lyric concert  which one must pay for like any other concert taking place everyday” or to hear the lawyer of Mr. Bertin (the director of the theater) saying in a disgusted tone that the only TV that came to cover the hearings was Arab (“An Arab TV : we get only what we can get!”) or praising the director of the theater for hosting the artist “Smaïn, an Arab”, while the lawyer of KKL was indignant that France accepted to host Arafat and warned the judge against a decision that may prevent the Israeli Ambassador from attending the concert of his country’s army on the same night.

We will carry on the same actions with our Israeli friends who struggle against the criminal policy of their government, with all the social classes of our population who refuse such dangerous acts. This was sustained by the call of many theater professional workers (you can see their call on our web site www.europalestine.com) . Why should the supporters of war crimes be the only ones allowed to express themselves?     

We were just some few hundreds but we succeeded to have a very important demonstration. And if all the associations claiming rights and justice in the Near and Middle East had been mobilized right from the beginning as well (and not after the battle, while the concert of the Israeli Army was taking place) we would have been able to cancel this provocation. 

In future times, we have to be united and more numerous to refuse the unacceptable.

Best,

CAPJIPO/Euro-Palestine.     

An interesting lawsuit even if the court did not go against the government’s decision

The case of the French associations and the Israeli refuznik who took emergency interim proceedings (a trial you can have if you can prove there is an emergency) in order to cancel the fund raising concert given by the Israeli Air Force Company at Le Théatre du Gymnase in Paris was finally dismissed by the court on Monday November 29th 2004.

Not surprisingly, the judge did not want to take a decision contrary to the one taken by the French Government that decided to authorize such an event to support a foreign occupation army. 

The prosecutor Pauline Gaby considered that the judge of the emergency interim proceedings was not competent to give a verdict on our request to cancel the concert. 

However, it was very interesting to see how the judge Mr. Ringeard de la Blétière considered in his conclusion statements that there weren’t many elements sustaining the illicit nature of the concert on November 29th in les Grands Boulevards. He stated that “Since the demonstration was not completely done”, it is impossible to cancel this event. It is actually a way to make this kind of actions possible.

Consequently, we have to pay 900 euros, which are the legal costs of the other side in this lawsuit. However, CAPJIPO, Abnah Philistine and the Israeli refuznik who took this action together, are pleased nevertheless of its existence as a proof that the French Government encourages fund raising for an army which infringes international laws. 

On the basis of international laws that should be considered as “force de loi» (law for everyone) in France, Attorney Sohil Boudjellal and Attorney Dominique Cochain brilliantly explained that France is contravening its obligations, as it is not implementing engagements on its territory like the ones of the 8th Geneva Convention, ratified by France and others that condemn the colonization perpetrated by the Israeli government. It is important to know that KKL, the organization agency of the mentioned event, presents itself as an environmental organization whereas in reality it builds its spaces even in occupied Palestinian territories for the benefits of an exclusively Jewish population. KKL claims publicly ecology in favor of “Eretz Israel” (Great Israel). 

The lawyer of Mr. Bertin, the director of  Le Théatre du Gymnase, stated that his client considered this concert as “exclusively lyric” but he did not wish to have such an event performed in his theatre in future times. The lawyer of KKL pleaded that the court cannot be opposed to the presence of the Israeli Ambassador at Le Théatre du Gymnase tonight to attend the concert with regards to “the close collaboration uniting the  French and the Israeli governments”. 

This statement did at last break the law of silence perpetrated by our government, which prefers to stay in “a grey zone” by refusing even to forbid our gatherings in front of Le Théatre du Gymnase but at the same time the government prevents physically these gatherings from taking place.  

We will carry on all of our possible pacific actions in order to make our government face its responsibilities.         

